Should We Stay or Should We Go?
Matthew 28:18-20
And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.  Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:  Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world. Amen. 

On the surface it seems so simple.  There cannot be any mistake as to what Jesus said on this faithful day.  Yet, somehow mankind has a way of taking even the most plainly spoken word and confounding it so that what results is a twisted façade of what is once was.  It might be said that Jesus returned solely for the purpose of uttering these very words.  As God foreknows all, He most certainly spent many a day contemplating semantics and speech patterns so that the last words uttered by His Beloved Son would be ones that were exactly perfect in every way; just as Christ was Himself.  Knowing this then, to what do we owe the myriad of interpretations that lead us to believe as a body in Christ, a multitude of meanings from the very same text.  Doubtless, if you believe in God as the omniscient being that He most certainly is, there can be beyond a shadow of a doubt, no mistake that Christ used exactly the words that He was meant to.  How then can we end up in the quagmire of linguistic quicksand that surrounds these verses?

A deep theological hole begins to form as we dive into such a topic; but maybe it’s not as ominous as it seems.  If we look at these statements not from a human point of view but from that of a divine being, I think that all the trouble fades away quickly.  A brief overview of the life of Christ tells us first, that Christ was not one to be confined by convention thinking.  In Luke we read of the account that at age twelve after participating in a Passover Festival, and then traveling a day’s journey toward home, His parents suddenly discover Jesus missing and return in search.  One would expect, if anything other than God Himself, to find a child of that age fraught with fear and loneliness after being left behind.  
Imagine how His parents felt.  Have you ever been in that department store, or maybe in a big crowd where hundreds of people mill around, and suddenly discover that your child is missing?  Immediately your heartbeat increases, sweat begins to form, and every gruesome detail of every late night news broadcast suddenly engulf your thoughts.  I can just see Mary and Joseph making their way back to Jerusalem; sometimes walking, mostly running, sweat dripping off their brow, stressed as any parent would be.  Their pace quickening exponentially as they draw closer to town.  In sum every parent’s worst nightmare.

However, after a frantic search, His parents do find Him, only to be met with an air of almost amazement from the Boy Jesus.  He looks at them and says, “Mom, Dad, where else did you figure me to be.  You should have known that I would be right here doing my Father’s business”.  Can you imagine the look on Mary and Joseph’s face when a boy of twelve tells them to chill out?


Or how about something else we are all familiar with, the parables of Jesus.  Now parables are kind of like a story told through a secret code.  Now, it important to acknowledge that a code is only a code as long as you do not possess the key.  During WWII a group of Navajo men were enlisted to serve as radiomen in the Marine Corps.  To be effective, this group relied on a verbal code derived from their native Navajo language.  What made this so effective against the enemy is that the Navajo language is not language, but a verbal one.  You can’t simply pick up a dictionary or language cross reference to understand the words spoken.  As a result, a code based on this language is nearly indecipherable unless one possesses the knowledge of the speech itself; which can only be gotten from those people who were privileged to have the historical background necessary to do so.  Now, returning to Christ we find the same situation in play.  Without understanding a historical context of God, His Word, and His Son, the parables become an uncrackable code.  And remember that in Matthew 13:10 Jesus tells His disciples that he speaks in parables so those with ears may not hear and those with eyes may not see; resulting in them understanding not.    
So the whole situation seems simple enough; follow these directions, learn the history as given by the Bible, crack the code, use the verses in the context intended, and understand everything completely.  


I wish it were that simple but men and directions are soon at odds.  That reminds me of a story that involves of all people a preacher, but lest not forget that he was also a man:
A little boy was waiting on his mother to come out of a
store. As he waited, he was approached by a man who asked,
“Son, can you tell me where the post office is?”

The little boy replied, “Sure, just go straight down the
street a couple of blocks and turn to your right.”

The man thanked the boy kindly and said, “I’m the new
preacher in town, and I’d like for you to come to church on
Sunday. I’ll show you how to get to Heaven.”

The little boy replied with a chuckle, “Awww, come on; you
don’t even know the way to the post office Mister!”
That’s us, men with no ability to follow directions and even less ability to give them.  What then are we to do; simply go on flailing through scripture, hoping somehow to get it right?  While to some that might seem logical and without a doubt many employ that method; what I instead prefer is to take a detailed study of scripture using the whole Bible as reference.  This is the truly only infallible way to decipher God’s Word as it was intended.
Let’s now employ that method with quite possibly the most well-know and repeated verses in the Bible.  You may call it the Great Commission or Christ’s Calling or even simply our duty as Christians.  I call it the whole impetus for the creation of human beings.

Open your bibles to Matthew 28 and verse 19; listen as I read.  

Go ye therefore and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost.
Today I want to talk about just three words from that verse and they are: go, teach, and baptize.  Now each of those words could be a sermon or more by themselves.  But today, I want only to look at them in the context that they are part of a mandate given by Christ in His final moments on this Earth while in a physical form.  
I. Go

Let’s start with go.  Now go comes from the Greek word por-yoo'-om-ahee.  This verb means to travel, traverse, take a journey, depart, or go away.  You’ll notice that in all meanings it is understood that the person removes themselves from their present location and moves out to a different location.  

Jesus Himself set the very same as an example throughout His ministry.  Imagine, instead of what we know, reading about the ministry of Jesus and it looked like this.  Jesus reaches spiritual maturity and sets His sights on finding an old vacant building; you know the one.  Maybe it was an old flour mill, or perhaps a wagon repair shop that had met with hard financial times.  Either way the landlord was running a ½ price rent for 6 months special and this just happens to fit what Jesus has to spend.  So Jesus moves in.  He builds a really fine masterpiece of a pulpit; he is a carpenter you know, and then borrows some really cool purple curtains from His mother Mary.  Along with these bare essentials, he gets an old wash basin to serve as a baptismal font and hangs a tile outside the front of this building that says “Home of : Name of Church Preaching at today”.  Having accomplished all of that, he e-mails His 10 closest friends, puts a few fliers under the harnesses of some wagons parked at the local 5 and dime, and finally gives the town crier ¼ denarius to yell out props to His new church.  Nothing left now to do but wait.  So He sits back in the comfort of His newly remodeled study and waits for the people to come flowing in; certain that they are drawn to His new church by some magical force. 

But nothing happens.  Here Jesus sits; no one to heal, no one to preach to; just He and His disciples sitting around, meeting week after week, and waiting; that’s right; waiting, for people to come into their church.  Sounds ridiculous; doesn’t it?   (look around with bug eyes)

A number of scholars have conducted an in-depth study and come to the conclusion that Jesus during his lifetime walked some 21,000 miles.  Now if we take just the 3 years of His active ministry we come up with a total of about 3,100 miles.  Throughout the New Testament we read of constant travel by Jesus, His disciples, the Apostle Paul, and various other ministers of the Word.  While many do visit established churches in the time after Christ, there is a universal theme of going out to the people.  I wonder if the Samaritan woman who received healing from Christ, or Lazarus, or the man with leprosy, would have come into Jesus’ church had he established it in that wagon repair shop.  Sufficed to say the answer is No!  Christ meets us now where we are; Christ met 1st century people where they were.  This is a precedent, not an accident.  Healing cannot take place in the church; healing begins where trouble lives.  Trouble lives in our lives wherever we are and can only be approached by those willing to go and find it.  Christ had an almost uncanny knack of doing this.  But then again, He was among the people.  How easy it must have been to find adversity when not containing oneself to a building.    
Jesus knew what it took to minister to the world; go!  Why does the church sit idly by, waiting for people that need the saving grace of God, to somehow wander in through the door?  Do you really think that most people know that they need to be saved?  Is the drunk man on the corner, the child abuser in his house, the whore on the corner, or even the overwhelmed mother in her kitchen, saying to themselves; “if I can just find time to drive over to that church, all will be better”?  We have to stop looking for those in need in our closets and move out into the world.  Follow the path well worn by Christ and go!

II. Teach
Secondly, I told you that we were going to look at the word teach.  Being a teacher in the secular world, this word holds much value to me.  I once read a quote by William Arthur Ward that went like this:

Teaching is more that imparting knowledge

It is inspiring change

Learning is more that absorbing facts 

It is acquiring understanding
Sometimes I wonder if Christians really understand what it is they are called to go and do.  I always find it comforting when faced with a question like this to go to the only book of knowledge that I am aware of, that isn’t updated, reprinted yearly, or found to have multiple mistakes because of the varied authors who contribute;  the Bible.  Really, think about it.  Society relies on in so many other areas, textbooks and information that are constantly updated with time.  Why do you think it’s updated so often?  The so called experts would have you believe that we grow smarter by the day.  Each and every day according to them, technology, science, and wisdom grow at a quickening pace.  Why, in no time we will be so smart that we won’t need God because we will be God. 

Some of you out there are surely saying to yourself right now “Preachers gone crazy, get him out of the pulpit”.  But really, we are constantly telling each other how so very smart we are, yet screwing things up at the same time.  So what then does Christ mean by teach.

It should first be interesting to know that in the NT the word teach, as translated to English is used 34 times in the King James Version of the Bible.  However, as it is used here in Matthew 28:19 it carries a very different meaning than that of anywhere else.  Our understanding of the word teach is that to instruct.  I am a teacher in the secular world which usually means that I present curriculum to students in a varied assortment of ways, and they in turn are given the opportunity to take that curriculum and digest it with the hope that they will integrate it into their cognitive functions being able to draw upon it at a later date.  What should be noted here is that I present and they have the opportunity to integrate that presentation.  Obviously, as a teacher my goal is to ensure that all students learn all information presented and can then use that for further learning in the future.  Let’s not fool ourselves; that’s the hope but not always the reality.  There are those students who just don’t get it.  No matter how hard I try or regardless of the plethora of ways that I approach the learning; there is that percentage that fail to learn.  Sad but true.

So in the majority 33 of the instances that teach appears in the NT that is exactly the type of teach that is intended; to present with the hope of understanding, or the Greek word didasko.  It’s this 34th and only time that we’re talking about here though, and it certainly holds to the divine nature of the Bible to find out that in this 34th time; the exact case when Jesus gives us His final spoken instructions; the cornerstone quote of Christianity; the pinnacle turning point in the life of Christ; that the meaning is markedly different.  This time it is not the Greek word didasko (did as ko), but rather a derivation of the word mathaytes (math ay tes).  Mathaytes has a much different meaning than that of to simply instruct things of knowledge.  Rather, it carries with it an infinitely rich implication of ensuring that the knowledge presented is a life-changing metamorphosis.  And in some translations of the Bible you will actually see the words “make disciples of” inserted in lieu of the word teach.  Now we’re getting to the meat of Christ’s intention.  

We read go and teach and automatically presume that we are to expound our vast knowledge of Christ and His saving salvation to all those that will listen.  But that’s usually all that we see.  Many make an instant connection with evangelism and the call to stand on street corners and spew all things God for hours at a time.  No wonder the moment you start to push people down that approach to this verse that they run like a scalded dog.  Conversely, there are those that perceive their duty according to this verse as to: live a life worthy of Christ and demonstrate that to all that they encounter.  In doing this, they believe they have heeded the instructions of Christ as given in our text.  Well, I’m sorry; that’s not quite right.  I will say that each of those interpretations are insinuated to a certain degree in the correct meaning, but there is a definitive goal as given by Christ.  This goal is to go into the world and make disciples of all that we encounter.  Let me say that again; our goal is to go make disciples of all we encounter.  Not teach, but make disciples. 

O.K. preacher; so what does that mean?  Webster tells us that a disciple is one that is a pupil, and actively adherent to the principles and doctrines of another.  Let me say that again; a person that is learning while following the doctrines of another.  You might have noticed in that definition two distinctive parts; learning and following.  Learning is the presently active process of taking in information and incorporating it into your present knowledge.  It indicates that as one takes in this data, that change occurs along with it.  Imagine mixing paint.  You start with you a bright red can of paint.  Slowly you add green to that bucket of paint.  You add a little; stir.  Add a little; stir.  Each step of the way you get a different color.  Your efforts are slowly changing the composition of that once vivid red paint.  Every drop of green that you add makes a distinctly different color.  Finally, you keep adding green until you get yellow.  In the end, you have a bucket of paint that is unique from its starting point.  This is exactly the process that Christ speaks of.  We are not to simply spew information randomly to anyone listening; but to instigate a learning and changing process.  A process that takes that person from a can of sinful red paint and mutates them into a bright and shining can of yellow paint.  
The second part of that definition involves following the doctrines of another.  Now we must really step outside of the paradigm that we have for this verse.  So many think that as I stated before, that this verse calls us to, kind of like, print a flyer, put it on everyone’s windshield and walk away.  I’ve done my job preacher.   I got up, went out, spread the word, and came home.  Job done.  But it’s not that simple, we have to be the support mechanism that allows that new pupil to follow the doctrines of Christ.  Research indicates that in order for something to become habit it takes approximately 66 days of continued adherence to that particular action.  How then do we expect to give someone the incredible transforming revelation of Christ and hope for them to follow through without our support?  Christ Himself exemplified this as He continuously taught the His disciples.  Yet, even after 3 years they lacked in certain aspects of that learning.  The Apostle Paul wrote letters, journeyed back to Churches that he established, and offered exhortations and support for followers throughout his ministry.  We cannot simply blow and go, so to speak, and expect to manifest change in people.  Our continued support, physically and emotionally is necessary to realize these changes.  Only; only, when that person has established a habit in Christ can they be given a lessening of support.  This is discipling.

III. Baptize
Our third and final word of topic is that of baptize.  I dare say that of all the words associated with Christianity, that is the one word that can start an argument the fastest.  From people who have no theological training all the way up to that scholar who has spent a lifetime submerged in the Word; all have an opinion.  Infant verses adult; dunk verses sprinkle; new man verses statement; saved verses condemned; required verses optional; and the arguments go on and on.  Sure I could jump off into that swamp and then try to fight my way back out with theology, logic, and reason, but I choose instead to take the Words of Christ and simply heed them.  In this particular verse Christ instructs us, the believer, to baptize these people whom we have gone out and found, and then made disciples of, in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost.  I won’t even pretend to tell you how that is done.  What I want instead to talk about is what that means.  What does Christ mean when He says to baptize in the name of the Trinity?  
A cursory look to the Greek meaning tells us that it is to ceremonially submerge a person and obtain religious cleansing as a result.  But if that is the end of the meaning, then why was it necessary for Christ to be baptized?  In Matthew 3:16 we read:
And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon him:
     To stop the understanding of baptism as a religious cleansing imparts the idea upon the reader that the sinless Christ was in need of cleansing.  To accept that topples the entire Biblical declaration that Christ was the one and only man to have ever walked the Earth that was void of sin.  Quite a conundrum wouldn’t you say?  Herein lies the jumping off point for convention thinking regarding this process.  And I dare say that without taking the entire Bible into consideration, we miss yet another essential teaching of Christ.  


Our society dwells so much on choice that often it chokes itself with options.  How many of us have heard that we are keeping our options open?  To me that is another way of saying “I don’t want to commit”.  There is a thing called absolute truth.  Absolute truth in a nutshell is this; either one thing is all the way right, or it is all the way wrong.  For instance, if we believe that God created the Heavens and the Earth, then we cannot even for an instant or in the smallest way believe that we evolved from monkeys.  Or, if we truly live for Christ who exemplified and preached to give up all sin, then we cannot commit even the smallest sin in good conscience of that relationship.  I love those people who state that because the Bible was written such a long time ago, times have changed and thus we are permitted a different lifestyle than that which Christ proposed.  “Oh”, they say, “pre-marital sex, homosexuality, cursing, and drinking, they are acceptable today because it’s a different time.  God certainly can’t expect us to give up everything can He?  Either we believe the Bible or we don’t; absolute truth.  This is the basis for baptism.  


Baptism is an outward expression to an inward commitment.  Paul wrote that when we are submerged during the process of baptism that we are buried with Christ at that moment.  We die.  Not change; but die.  Dead is that carnal part of us that longs for comfort from material things.  Dead is the sin that we have carried with us since birth.  Dead is the nature to live for our own superficial needs.  Dead is our old likeness; one in which we look only to ourselves.  Dead; dead; dead with Christ!


Oh but the joy as we come up from that death.  We rise with Christ.  No longer are we alone in our likeness; but now we are together in His likeness.  Born is the longing to live only for the riches of Christ.  Born is the cleansed body that no longer carries the burden of sin.  Born is the knowledge that all things of need are given by the grace of God.  Born is our new reflection in which only the shining face of Christ can be seen.  


We are baptized so that we can forever be known as the army of Christ.  Upon arising from that water, we are girded with the armor God gives every believer.  So I say; cinch the belt of truth around your waist; strap the breastplate of righteousness across your torso; slip into the sandals of peace; hold up the shield of faith; pull on the helmet of salvation; and take in hand the sword that is the Word of God.  Baptism is the process that God uses to arm us as new beings in the Body of Christ.  And yet, one more aspect must be considered.


The final culminating piece of this puzzle is to be that shining example for all the world to see.   Yes, even in baptism is that spirit of exhibitionism.  God calls us to show off His work through our bodies.  In words divinely given to Paul we read from the Book of Philippians “Be imitators of me, brothers and sisters, and watch carefully those who are living this way, just as you have us as an example” (Philippians 3:17).  Brothers and sisters, we must show God’s beauty in all that we say and do.  It is not enough to be a believer, we must be a doer.  Each and every day, and in oh so every way, be a shining example of Christ alive in you.  Let believers and nonbelievers alike know that you live not for your gain, but for the glory of God.  If we can do this, the world will look upon us with envy and wonder what we possess that allows us such happiness, contentment, and surety in all that we do.  Now we have sunk the hook.  Bring those with wonderment into the Body of Christ through your emulation of the Christ.  

IV. Conclusion

     All things being said, we have now come to that culminating point of every sermon where, I the preacher turn you the audience, into the world to shine the light of grace upon it.  Through our discussion we have talked a great deal about what our calling to God should look like.  We must not forget however, that all things point directly to Calvary and our Lord Jesus Christ who hung upon the cross for the forgiveness of our sins.  Christ is the center of our universe.  Like a black hole in space, all things funnel into Christ, and only Christ.  We glorify His name by discerning every Word that scripture contains.  Beyond that however, we must know that as much as we want to think that life exists for our enjoyment, we are but the Creators joy when we live according to His divine calling.  To that end, I call upon you today, to leave this building and GO, TEACH, and BAPTIZE the world in the name of the true Savior, Jesus Christ.  And know that as we do our rewards in heaven accumulate in the Book of Life to be heaped upon us at that time when having accomplished our mission in this world, we go to the next.  

Finally, brethren, farewell. Be perfect, be of good comfort, be of one mind, live in peace; and the God of love and peace shall be with you.  Greet one another with a holy kiss.  All the saints salute you.  The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost, be with you all. Amen.
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